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upcoming events 

GLORY DAY! 
All-School Mass at 10:15am 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School 
Preschool Christmas Programs 

BR Drama Presentation of 
“Daze of Olde” 

2:00pm and 6:00pm 
Aleshire Theatre 

(Inside Hartnett Hall at MSU) 

BR Family Night Out: 
Paradiso 

5:00pm-10:00pm 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School 
Elementary Christmas Program 

7:00pm 
BR Gymnasium 

Cookie Social to follow! 
 

Las Posadas 
1:30pm 

BR Gymnasium 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School 
Fifth Grade Band, 

Middle School & High School 
Christmas Concert 

7:00pm 
Ann Nicole Nelson Hall 

at Minot State University 

Last Day of School for 2017! 

Merry Christmas! 

No School! 
Christmas Holiday 

Happy New Year! 

Classes Resume 

LION TIMES 
A  MONTHLY  BISHOP  RYAN  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL  FAMILY  NEWSLETTER 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School Office Information 

Middle School/High School Office: 
Mrs. Brintnell, Secretary 

Mr. Lee, Principal 

(701) 852-4004, option 1 

Elementary/Preschool Office: 
Mrs. Passa, Secretary 
Mrs. Steckler, Principal 

(701) 839-5882, option 2 

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; 
upon his shoulder 
dominion rests. 
They name him 
Wonder-Counselor, 
God-Hero, 
Father-Forever, 
Prince of Peace. 

it’s showtime! 
You won’t want to miss these special presentations 

coming up during the month of December at Bishop Ryan! 
 

DECEMBER 11th 
 8:10am and 2:00pm: 
 Little Lions Christmas Program & Activity 
 featuring Mrs. Grunenwald’s MWF classes and Mrs. Schneider’s class 
 
DECEMBER 12th 
 8:10am and 2:00pm: 
 Little Lions Christmas Program & Activity 
 featuring Mrs. Grunenwald’s TR classes and Mrs. Feist’s classes 
 
DECEMBER 13th 
 2:00pm and 6:00pm: 
 BRCS Drama presents “Daze of Olde” 
 *Aleshire Theatre, inside Hartnett Hall at Minot State University 
 The 2:00pm show is a free presentation; admission for the 6:00pm show is $2 per person. 
 
DECEMBER 14th 
 7:00pm: 
 BRCS Elementary Christmas Program & Cookie Social 
 
DECEMBER 21st 
 7:00pm: 
 BRCS 5th Grade Band, Middle School & High School Christmas Concert 
 *Ann Nicole Nelson Hall at Minot State University  



 

It is a matter of regret that so many people, unaccountably dazzled by the marvelous progress of science, 

are taking it upon themselves to oust or restrict the study of Latin and other kindred subjects… 

Yet, in spite of the urgent need for science, our own view is that the very contrary policy 

should be followed. The greatest impression is made on the mind by those things 

which correspond more closely to man’s nature and dignity. 

And therefore the greatest zeal should be shown in the acquisition 

of whatever educates and ennobles the mind. Otherwise poor mortal creatures may well become 

like the machines they build–cold, hard, and devoid of love. 

– Pope St. John XXIII 
 

   One of the concerns that I hear from people (usually second-hand) is that they are afraid that focusing on Classical 

Catholic education at the school will not be as good for their children as an education that prides itself on STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Math). When I hear these concerns, I understand where they come from. The world of 

technology is moving and changing more quickly than we can appreciate. The stuff of Sci-Fi novels a hundred years ago is 

coming to fruition sooner than predicted. Artificial intelligence, robotics, Big Data, and biotech are just a few of the rapidly 

expanding markets in today’s tech field. Parents are afraid, I think, that if their children aren’t immersed in technology from 

the earliest moments of school that they will be left behind in tomorrow’s economy.  
 

   Let me explain why I believe that these fears are not well-founded: 

1. The purpose of education is not reducible to economics. 
What is your child? Is your child defined by his or her ability to do a particular job? Obviously, your child is more than his or 

her economic function. Their identity is rooted in their unique 

human dignity, made in the image of God and destined for a life in which their fulfillment is achieved by knowing and loving 

God and making a gift of themselves to another through a life of loving service. Our jobs, as well as our primary and second-

ary school educations, should serve this end. 

2. Classical Catholic education doesn’t neglect Math and Science. 
The second important point to remember is that a Classical Catholic education doesn’t neglect Math and Science. It simply 

balances the teaching of Math and Science within a curriculum that deeply values language, history, the fine arts, athletics, 

and formation in virtue. A Classical Catholic education aims at prioritizing the highest and most important educational 

outcomes over secondary outcomes. And the most important educational outcomes are those that ennoble the soul of the 

student by helping them to grow in true self-knowledge about what it means to be human, and teaching them the liberal arts, 

which are the tools for life-long learning. In short, Classical Catholic education emphasizes, religion, virtue, literacy and 

numeracy. Technical specialization is secondary to these primary outcomes. 

3. Teaching specialized Tech Skills too early is like throwing darts at a rapidly moving target. 
What do I mean by this? Experts point out that technology is not just advancing, but accelerating in its advancement. It is 

estimated that in a mere twenty years, technology will be a million times more advanced than it is today; in thirty years, 

a billion times more advanced than today. What does a million times of advancement even look like? Nobody really knows. 

That means that the technological skills that we see as essential now, such as keyboarding, are very likely to be obsolete by 

the time our first graders graduate. Why? Voice command is much more efficient than manually typing letters. In fact, I’ve 

already spoken about 50% of many of my papers on my simple Macbook Air. Should we be teaching typing if, within twenty 

years, keyboards are going to be a nostalgic artifact from years gone by? Why type a paper when you can speak it? It’s a 

discussion worth having.  
 

   The point is that technology is already ubiquitous in our American lives. It is part of our environment. It is also becoming 

increasingly easy to use. Everything is becoming more intuitive and self-operating. When is the last time you read the owner’s 

manual for your smartphone? You haven’t, because you don’t need to. The phone is so intuitive that you teach yourself, or the 

phone itself teaches you how to use it. Why spend a lot of time on technological skills that are already obsolete, unless they 

further the development of the mind to think critically, logically, and synthetically? And if the use of technology is subordinate 

to the perfection of mental acuity, then you aren’t really teaching technology; you are using it to teach some human skill or 

content. The question is whether or not the use of the technology is beneficial in this or that case to achieve the learning 

outcome that the teacher desires; the answer may or may not be that technology is beneficial.  
 

In the end, I believe that Classical Catholic education is the perfect balance of an education that ennobles the soul, teaches 

students how to think and what to do, and fosters the most important skill that can be taught to any child; to be a lifelong 

learner.  

God bless you and your family this Advent Season! 

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus bless you and your family this academic year! 



upcoming 
volunteer events 

Keep an eye on your email 

for more information about signing up 

for parent volunteer hours 

at the following Bishop Ryan events: 

 

Elementary Santa Shop 
December 10th-12th 

A few shifts remain open! 

To sign up, please visit: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/4090a4fa8a822a0f58-santa1 

 

Bishop Ryan Catholic School 

Carnival 

(All hands on-deck!!!) 
January 24th -28th 

Multiple shifts and ways to help; 

Sign-up will be posted soon! 

Catch up online at bishopryan.com, join us at facebook.com/bishopryanlions, 
or search for bishopryanlions on Twitter and Instagram. 

            Santa Shop is a long-standing tradition for 
        Bishop Ryan elementary students, starting  
        many years ago at Little Flower Elementary! 
 

           This is a fun day in which elementary  
        students have the opportunity to “shop” for 
gifts for their immediate family members. The students 
shop from items that are donated to or purchased 
specifically for Santa Shop. The gifts are then wrapped by 
parent volunteers and sent home with students to give to 
their family members. Students get so excited about the 
shopping and surprising their family members with a gift. 
 

   Families support Santa Shop by making a free-will 
donation for the gifts, with the majority of the money 
donated to a charity and a small amount set aside to 
purchase items for the following year. This year, the 
money will be donated to 2nd Story, a social club for 
adults with developmental disabilities that offers its 
members an opportunity to participate in social, 
educational and recreational activities, acquiring basic 
social skills and providing experiences that promote 
independence and self-sufficiency to better integrate into 
the community. 
 

   Thank you to everyone who has helped Santa Shop 
remain a successful and fun tradition at Bishop Ryan! 



FOOTBALL 
All-Region Team: Chris Sowitch, Ben Bohl, Hayden Schall, JJ Johannsen, TJ Scheig and Kaleb Beeter 

All-Region Honorable Mentions: Jacob Lizotte, Keegan Henjum and Logan Merck 
 Class A All-State Football Team, First Team-Offense: Chris Sowitch 

Class A All-State Football Team, Second Team: Ben Bohl 
 

VOLLEYBALL 
All-Region Team: McKinlee Harmon 

The Bishop Ryan athletic department is pleased to announce the hiring of Alec Grothe as our new girls’ fastpitch coach. 
Alec has an extensive background in playing and coaching baseball, as well as fastpitch coaching experience 

at the collegiate level. We are very excited to have him as part of our coaching team! 

The season has gotten off to a great start, including a team championship at the Velva Invitational! 
Next up: The Lions host a triangular with Rolla and Rugby tonight at 5pm in the Lions Den, 

then travel to LaMoure for a weekend full of wrestling action. 
 

The girls opened their season at last weekend’s Shootout on the Prairie, and they’ll have a busy weekend 
hosting Rugby and Westhope in the Lions Den on Friday and Saturday. 

 

The boys get their 2017-18 season underway with a matchup with the Bison in Hazen tomorrow night. 
 

 

Holiday Scrip Order Deadlines: 
 

Scrip will be available in the Bishop Ryan administration office through closing on Friday, December 22nd. 
 

The deadline to place an order for Scrip on the national list and still receive it before Christmas is 9:00am on Monday, December 18th. 
 

You can view the local and national lists online at bishopryan.com/scrip. As the holidays draw near, thank you for using Scrip as you gift, 
entertain, cook and bake, and celebrate your way through the end of the year, and remember that sooner is better than later to ensure 
that you get the Scrip you’re looking for as we get into the holiday ordering dates. And remember, if it’s easier, you can send your order 
to school in the morning with your student, we’ll fill the order and have it on it’s way home at the end of the day. 
 

Please note: During the last few days of school before Christmas, some of Scrip selection on-hand traditionally sells out as people take 
care of last-minute gifts and shopping. To ensure you can get the cards you’re looking for, please makes purchases sooner than later. 

Lot-O-Dough Time 
This year’s Lot-O-Dough ticket sales are off and running, and the first drawings are about a month away! 
 

As of the count on November 28th, 428 sold calendars had been logged; thank you to everyone who has sold tickets! 
 

Remember that for every 20 calendars sold, current BR parents have their names entered into a drawing for a $500 tuition 
credit… Congratulations to Rhett & Kristy Halvorson for being the first parents officially in the drawing! Please note: Entry into 
the tuition credit drawing will close at 8:00am on Thursday, January 4th. Please have your tickets turned in by then! 
 

Also, don’t forget that the top five sellers overall win cash prizes ranging from $150 for 5th place to $750 for 1st place! 
 

As drawings are held on Monday mornings, the first drawing will be held January 8th for the winners of January 1st-7th. To 
ensure the most chances to win in the Lot-O-Dough drawings, make sure tickets are turned in before that. Winners are drawn 
for every day through June 30th, and we’ll post them online on the Bishop Ryan website and facebook page. (Every ticket is in 
every drawing, so there are many and multiple chances to win!)  
 

Extra tickets can be found in the BR Administration Office. Thank you and good luck! 



by Matt Richtel 
Excerpts courtesy of The New York Times 
October 22, 2011 

Thoughts on Education: 

A Silicon Valley School That Doesn’t Compute 

   The chief technology officer of eBay sends his children to a nine-classroom 
school here. So do employees of Silicon Valley giants like Google, Apple, Yahoo 
and Hewlett-Packard. But the school’s chief teaching tools are anything but high-tech: 
pens and paper, knitting needles and, occasionally, mud. Not a computer to be found. No screens at all. 
They are not allowed in the classroom, and the school even frowns on their use at home. 
 

   Schools nationwide have rushed to supply their classrooms with computers, and many policy makers say it is foolish to do 
0therwise. But the contrarian point of view can be found at the epicenter of the tech economy, where some parents and 
educators have a message: computers and schools don’t mix. 
 

   This is the Waldorf School of the Peninsula, one of around 160 Waldorf schools in the country that subscribe to a teaching 
philosophy focused on physical activity and learning through creative, hands-on tasks. Those who endorse this approach 
say computers inhibit creative thinking, movement, human interaction and attention spans. The Waldorf method is nearly a 
century old, but its foothold here among the digerati puts into sharp relief an intensifying debate about the role of 
computers in education. 
 

   Three-quarters of the students here have parents with a strong high-tech connection. Mr. Eagle, like other parents, sees 
no contradiction. Technology, he says, has its time and place: “If I worked at Miramax and made good, artsy, rated R 
movies, I wouldn’t want my kids to see them until they were 17.” 
While other schools in the region brag about their wired classrooms, the Waldorf school embraces a simple, retro look — 
blackboards with colorful chalk, bookshelves with encyclopedias, wooden desks filled with workbooks and No. 2 pencils. 
On a recent Tuesday, Andie Eagle and her fifth-grade classmates refreshed their knitting skills, crisscrossing wooden 
needles around balls of yarn, making fabric swatches. It’s an activity the school says helps develop problem-solving, 
patterning, math skills and coordination. The long-term goal: make socks. Down the hall, a teacher drilled third-graders on 
multiplication by asking them to pretend to turn their bodies into lightning bolts. She asked them a math problem — four 
times five — and, in unison, they shouted “20” and zapped their fingers at the number on the blackboard. A roomful of 
human calculators. 
 

   Some education experts say that the push to equip classrooms with computers is unwarranted because studies do not 
clearly show that this leads to better test scores or other measurable gains. The Waldorf advocates make it tough to 
compare, partly because as private schools they administer no standardized tests in elementary grades. And they would be 
the first to admit that their early-grade students may not score well on such tests because, they say, they don’t drill them 
on a standardized math and reading curriculum. When asked for evidence of the schools’ effectiveness, the Association of 
Waldorf Schools of North America points to research by an affiliated group showing that 94 percent of students graduating 
from Waldorf high schools in the United States between 1994 and 2004 attended college, with many heading to prestigious 
institutions like Oberlin, Berkeley and Vassar. 
 

   Absent clear evidence, the debate comes down to subjectivity, parental choice and a difference of opinion over a single 
world: engagement. Advocates for equipping schools with technology say computers can hold students’ attention and, in 
fact, that young people who have been weaned on electronic devices will not tune in without them. 
 

   Waldorf parents argue that real engagement comes from great teachers with interesting lesson plans. And where 
advocates for stocking classrooms with technology say children need computer time to compete in the modern world, 
Waldorf parents counter: what’s the rush, given how easy it is to pick up those skills? 
 

   The students, meanwhile, say they don’t pine for technology, nor have they gone completely cold turkey. However, the 
students do say they can become frustrated when their parents and relatives get so wrapped up in phones and other 
devices. Aurad Kamkar, 11, said he recently went to visit cousins and found himself sitting around with five of them playing 
with their gadgets, not paying attention to him or each other. He started waving his arms at them: “I said: ‘Hello guys, I’m 
here.’ ” 
 

Finn Heilig, 10, whose father works at Google, says he liked learning with pen and paper — rather than on a computer — 
because he could monitor his progress over the years. “You can look back and see how sloppy your handwriting was in first 
grade. You can’t do that with computers ’cause all the letters are the same,” Finn said. “Besides, if you learn to write on 
paper, you can still write if water spills on the computer or the power goes out.” 


